BRITAIN   DEFENDS   HER   INDEPENDENCE
being hedged with either divinity or affection, but a
business manager, with strictly limited powers, of what
was coming to be more and more a commercial organiza-
tion. His services were rewarded with a nagging ingrati-
tude such as few managers of ordinary businesses would
be prepared to stomach, but such petty annoyances were
all in his long day's work for Europe, and as for England,
the only way in which she could hurt him was when
it came to her disbanding her own army in the face of the
enemy. But though, for a moment, he did seriously think
of shaking her dust offhis feet, his patience remained proof
even against that trial.
The victory of his cause he would never live to see,
but that of the politicians on the home front was decisive
and irreversible. The primary and obvious aspect of the
revolution that some have called glorious, was that the
control of the country had passed from a king to a class.
Ever since the days of Stephen's " devils and wicked
men ", the King had been supposed to stand above class,
and see fair play for the bottom dog by imposing his own
and the nation's peace upon all such as might aspire to
tyrannize over their fellow subjects. That was what
Charles I had meant in claiming to die a martyr of the
people.
Now there was an end to all that. The top dogs of
society had at long last established themselves in possession
of the State machine, and ran it through a select, minis-
terial committee theoretically nominated by the King,
but really forced upon him by whatever faction happened
to be in control of Parliament. By what stages this arrange-
ment came to be perpetuated in the form of cabinet
government is a matter with which we are not concerned
here ; it was in any case the only possible outcome of the
Revolution.
That is the primary and obvious aspect of the Revolu-
tion ; the substitution of class for national government,
or to be perfectly fair, of a government that ought to have
been national, but under the later Stuarts had betrayed
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